KINGDOM PARABLES
SIX KINGDOM OF HEAVEN PARABLES FROM MATTHEW

1. 	Matthew 13:1–23   The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like: A Word That Demands a Hearing
2. 	Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43      The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like: A Field Under Attack
3. 	Matthew 13:31–35	The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like: small beginnings but amazing results
4. 	Matthew 13:44–46        The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like… Treasure Beyond Compare

5. 	Matthew 20:1–16          The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like… 
A Master Who Gives More Than We Deserve

6. 	Matthew 25:14–30    	The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like… Entrusted Wealth Awaiting   the King



1. 	Matthew 13:1–23   The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like: A Word That Demands a Hearing
Introduction:	In your experience of gardening/planting what was your most successful venture?


Read Matthew 13: 1-9 (The parable) and 13:18-23 (The explanation)
Q 1.	What does the seed represent in the parable?  (v 3,19)

Q 2.	The first soil is the path. ( v 4,19)   What was the response of this soil to the seed/message?

Q 3.	You may at some time have responded like this soil to God’s message.   In what ways did you reject God’s message and why?


Q 4.	The second soil is the rocky ground. ( v 5-6 ,20-21)   What was the problem with this soil’s response of to the seed/message?

Q 5.	You may at some time have responded like this soil to God’s message.   What would have caused this to happen?


Q 6.	The third soil contained thorns/weeds. ( v 7 ,22)   What was the problem with this soil’s response to the seed/message?

Q 7.	Has this ever been your response to God’s message?   What were some of the weeds that may have existed (or still exist) in your life?


Q 8.	The forth soil is the good soil. ( v 8, 23)   How did this soil respond to the seed/message?


Q 9.	What do you think Jesus means by “producing a crop a 100 or 60 or 30 times what was sown”?


Q10.	Would you say this is something that has happened in your life?   If not, what could be restricting such fruitfulness from happening?


Q11. 	What things in your life do you think you could do to increase your ability to receive, grow, and be transformed by God’s message/influence? 


Q 12.	In what ways do you think you could help others to overcome obstacles that block God’s message from growing in their life?


Q 13.	What is one action prompted from this parable that you could put into practice this week?




2. 	Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43      The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like: A Field Under Attack
Introduction:	What do you find is the most effective way to identify and remove weeds from your garden?

Read Matthew 13: 24-30
Q 1.	The word for the weed used in this parable is often translated as a tare and is thought to be a darnel weed.   Look up this term (google?).    Find out in what way is a darnel similar to and different to wheat.


Q 2.	Why do you think someone would want to sow tares/darnel amongst someone else’s crop?


Read Matthew 13: 36-43
Q 3.	Write down at least five important truths you discover from Jesus’ explanation.
	a)

	b)

	c)

	d)

	e)


Q 4.	What do you think is the implication for churches and church ministries?

Q 5.	From your experience what would you say have been some of the tares/weeds affecting the kingdom of God or the church?


Q 6.	Judas was one of the twelve disciples.   In every way he seemed as one of them, yet he betrayed Jesus.   What warning or lesson do you learn from this?


Q 7.	Read Matthew 7:15.   What lesson does Jesus teach us?

Q 8.	Read Matthew 7:22-23.   What lesson does Jesus teach us?


Q 9.	If you came across someone who has been hurt from bad “Christians” or a bad “church”,  what would you say to them?

Q 10.	Sometimes it may be necessary to remove a weed.  (Matthew 18:15-17,  1 Corinthians 5:1-5, Revelation 2:20)     What problems could arise from this action?


Q 11.	Jesus says that angels would come at the end of the age to remove the tares before the harvest (v 40-42).    What could this look like?   Could this be happening now?


3. Matthew 13:31–35	The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like: small beginnings but amazing results
Introduction:	Have you ever planted something in your garden that has become bigger than you thought it would?

Read Matthew 13: 31-35
Q 1.	What is the idea that is taught in the mustard seed parable?  (v 31-32)

Q 2.	What is the idea that is taught in the yeast parable?  (v 33)

Q 3.	What would be the idea/s common to both parables?

Q 4.	What would you see as a difference in the idea/s of the two parables?


Q 5.	The concept of the kingdom growing from a small beginning is common in scripture.   What do you learn from the following scriptures?
	a)	Genesis 12:1-3

	b)	Daniel 2:31-35 & 44

	c)	Acts 1:8

	d) 	Revelation 5


Q 6.	The kingdom isn’t just about numerical growth, but also about change from within.   What do you learn from the following scriptures?
	a) 	Galatians 5:22-25

	b)	2 Peter 1:5-8

	c)	Romans 12:1-2


Q 7.	Why do you think Jesus taught so much in parables? (v 34-35 & v 10-17)  see also Psalm 78:2  


Q 8.	What actions are you taking to encourage Spirit inspired growth in your life?


Q 9.	Revisit your answer to Study 1: Question 13 how is that action progressing?



4. Matthew 13:44–46        The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like… Treasure Beyond Compare

Introduction:	Have you ever come across something of value unexpectedly?   What did you do?


Read Matthew 13: 44-46
Q 1.	In ancient times, banks were not as they are today.   Often the best way to keep money or valuables safe was to bury it in the ground in a location known only to the owner.   What problems do you think could arise from this action?

Q 2.	The man probably told no one of the motivation for his actions.   What do you think could have been the reaction of his friends and relatives to his behaviour?


Q 3.	In what ways do you think the decision to follow Christ is similar to the actions of the man?


Q 4.	The man sold everything he had to buy the field.    Could you say this is true of you, have you put everything else aside to follow Christ, or is this a work in progress?


Q 5.	The man’s friends probably thought him crazy.  In following Christ, what was the response from relatives, friends, workmates etc?


Q 6.	In the parable of the Pearl, the merchant sells everything to buy the one pearl.  When you consider your life, what is the one thing that is worth more than anything else?



Q 7.	Read Matthew 16:24-26.  
a) 	What do you think Jesus means by “whoever wishes to save his life will lose it”? 

b)	What do you think Jesus means by “whoever loses his life for my sake will find it”?


Q 8.	Read Luke 10:38-42.   
	a)	What was the things that was Martha’s life or treasure 

b)	What do you think is the “one thing that is necessary” that Mary had found? (v42)


Q 9.	Read  Philippians 3:4-9	
	a)	What were the things that Paul considered as loss/rubbish?  (as if sold off)

	b)	What was the one thing that Paul considers of value?  (v8-9)


Q 10.	What steps in your life should you make to make the one thing the one thing?


5. Matthew 20:1–16          The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like… A Master Who Gives More Than We Deserve

Introduction:	What is the most unfair thing that has happened to you?	

Read  Matthew 20:1-16
Q 1.	Think about how life would have been at time.   What do you think may have been a reason for the landowner to pay a denarius ( a day’s wage) to all?


Q 2.	Do you think the workers who had “borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day” had a valid reason to grumble?   (How would you feel if it was you?)


Q 3.	Sometimes unhappiness comes out of comparing others with ourselves.   What are some of the ways we compare ourselves to others?


Q 4.	How does the landowner justify his action?  (v15a)


Q 5.	What does he point out is the cause of their unhappiness?  (v15b)


Q 6.	Sometimes God may seem more generous to others rather than to ourselves.   What emotions could arise in us because of this?


Q 7.	Is heaven a reward?  Think about this, write down an answer and share with the group.


Q 8.	The context of the passage comes out of Matthew 19:27-30.  A discussion after the encounter with the rich, young ruler. 
	a)	What is the question that Peter asks? (19:27)

	b)	Summarise Jesus’ answer to that question (19:28-29)



Q 9.	What do you think Jesus means by “the last shall be first and the first last”?  (19:30 & 20:16)  
 

Q 10.	Specifically what type of people does Jesus mean by the “first”


Q 11.	What type of people does Jesus mean by the “last”



Q 12.	God saves us because of His grace.   Why do you think he does this rather than through our works?


6. Matthew 25:14–30    The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like… Entrusted Wealth Awaiting the King
Introduction:	Do you have money in a superannuation fund?    If so, from their annual report to you, do you know how much they increased your money last financial year?   Were you happy with that?

Read Matthew 25: 14-30
Q 1.	What would be the reason that the man entrusts his wealth with a number of his servants?


Q 2.	Jesus is teaching us that God entrusts us with things.   Is it only money?   What other things does God entrust us with?


Q 3.	What is the return that God would expect from his investment in us?


Q 4.	What is the result of faithful stewardship? (v21 & 23)


Q 5.	What do you think Jesus may be implying is God’s plan for us?


Q 6.	Sometimes people have the attitude that things entrusted to us are owned by us.  That is, we are owners rather than stewards/managers.  What difference would that make?


Q 7.	The man who had received the one talent hid his master’s money.    What was his motivation for doing this?  (v 18, 24-25)


Q 8.	Fear can lead people to sin.   What ways do think fear may stop people from living for God?


Q 9.	Some people waste their lives and at the end of their life would have nothing to show for what God has given them.   What would be the evidence of a wasted life?


Q 10.	What do you think Jesus means by what he says in verse 29?


Q 11.	There is another parable in Luke 19:11-27.  The Parable of the Ten Minas.   What are the ideas from that parable that are similar to this parable?


Q 12.	What is a change or action you could make that would help you become a better manager of the things God has given you?

