KINGDOM PARABLES – MATTHEW     NOTES FOR LEADERS ON STUDY QUESTIONS
INTRODUCTION QUESTIONS   These are just intended to get people talking.   Like the parables they relate the topic to people’s everyday experiences.   Don’t get bogged down into too much discussion. 
1. 	MATTHEW 13:1–23      Parable of the Sower
Most of these questions are straight forward.  The application questions try to get people to think back on their past or current response to the gospel.    The main idea is to get people to think about what could be preventing them from fully responding to God and to do something about it.    Some people may not feel comfortable sharing.    Usually the struggles people have are common to many.
I didn’t include questions about the middle section about “why parables” (v 10-22).   This topic is covered in the third study.

2. 	MATTHEW 13:24–30, 36–43      The Weeds 
Q 1.	The darnel looks identical to wheat when it is young, but its’ difference is evident as the plants become mature and bear fruit.   
Q 2.	The answer to this question may be obvious, but the idea is to get people to think about what the strategy of the enemy is.
Q 3 -9  	Hopefully no one has ever experienced problems in churches.   Never the less Jesus warns us to be wise and be aware that problems can and do arise.   Sometimes people who are evil are in self denial and try to hide their evil by associating themselves with good people.        ( Matt 23:27-28,   2 Corinthians 11:13-15)
Q 10.	Sometimes leadership gets it wrong (persecute the wrong people for the wrong reason).   When leadership gets it right, people sometimes take sides and cause a church split.
Q 11.	This is an interesting discussion that probably has no obvious right answer.   Some would say the angels would be purely spiritual and there will be a rapture of the unrighteous prior to the rapture of the righteous.     Others point to “The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse”  and the work of  “Jericho Road” and such as attempts to weed out tares.

3. Matthew 13:31–35	The Mustard seed
Read Matthew 13: 31-35
Q 1 -4	Both the parables are about change from small beginnings.   However one is about physical growth in size.   The other is about change/transformation within.   Sometimes the leaven metaphor is used to illustrate bad change  (Matt 16:6) in this application Jesus is applying it to positive change.
Q 5.	Revelation 5 has this amazing juxtaposition.   The one who has authority is the “Lion” (king of the beasts)  but John sees only a lamb that has been slain.  Yet this lamb is honoured and blessed by the whole of creation forever.
Q 6.	There are a number of transformation passages in scripture.  If your group thinks of others, let me know.

4. Matthew 13:44–46        The Treasure in the field
Most of these questions should be straight forward.   Some will struggle with finding the “right” answer, which is ok.   Generally the treasure is a friendship with God.  People may express that in different ways.


5. Matthew 20:1–16          The Labourers in the Vineyard
Q 1.	In those days if you did not work, you and your family did not eat.   The landowner as an act of grace, gave according to their need rather than their work.
Q 2.	Get people to be realistic.  Grace is not fair, is counter intuitive and is a stumbling block to many.
Q 7.	There is a yes and no answer to this question.   Heaven is a reward but not the way people would think of it as something you earn.   It is about relationship.
Q 9.	The “first” and “last” can be understood in different ways.   Chronologically it can be the difference between those who entered the kingdom when young and have been faithful all their life compared to those who make a last minute death bed confession (Luke 23:39-43).    Culturally it can be the difference between Jews and Gentiles (Romans 1:16).   Spiritually it can be the difference between the righteous and the “not so righteous” (Luke 18:9-14).     This last one is probably what Jesus has most in mind.  Sometimes our righteousness can make us feel proud and entitled.   The unrighteous have no option but to humble themselves and trust in the grace of God.
Q 12.	Main answer is because of human pride.

6. MATTHEW 25:14–30    The Talents
Q 1.	As with many investments you spread the risk and check out which is the best.
Q 2.	Abilities, time, money.
Q 3.	Anything where we use abilities, time, money to make a difference in others.
Q 4-5.	Heaven may involve further stewardship, but there is not a lot in scripture that teaches about this.
Q 6-8.	Fear causes people to be controlling, they avoid risk, and they focus upon themselves as if they think they will live forever.


