MARK  PART 1  WHO DO YOU SAY I AM?
CHAPTERS 1-7


Study 1 		Mark 1:1-14 		THE PROMISED KING 
Study 2 		Mark 1:14-2:12 	THE POWERFUL KING 

Study 3 		Mark 2:13- 3:35 	THE OPPOSED KING

Study 4 		Mark 4:1-34 		THE HIDDEN KING

Study 5 		Mark 4:35-5:43 	THE VICTORIOUS KING

Study 6 		Mark 6:1-29 		THE REJECTED KING

Study 7 		Mark 6:30-56 		THE SHEPHERD KING

Study 8 		Mark 7:1-23 		THE PURIFYING KING


(note, these titles are borrowed from Tim Chester’s bible study booklet called Mark 1-8: The Coming King)



Study 1 		Mark 1:1-14 		THE PROMISED KING 
Introduction:	Think of the big events of your life, such as getting married or having children etc.    Was there preparation involved?    Why?


Read Mark 1:1-14 

1.	In his introduction in vs1, what is Mark telling us about Jesus?

2.	The quote in verse 2 is from Malachi 3:1   and the quote in verse 3 is from Isaiah 40:3.
Read these passages in their context.   How do you think the people of the time of Isaiah and Malachi would have understood their meaning?

3.	Why do you think God would want to prepare the way for the people to meet Jesus?


4.	Why would John use baptism as a way of preparing people (v4)?


5. 	All of Judea and all of the people of Jerusalem were coming to be baptized in the Jordan River.  (v5)   What would be your estimate of the number of people doing this?


6.	What do you think would be the significance of John’s clothing and diet (v6) ?   You also may like to look up 2 Kings 1:8.


7.	What do you think was John implying by his statement in verse 7 ?

8.	The word baptize is a transliteration of the Greek word “Baptizo” which means to immerse.   What do you think is meant by “He will baptize you with/in the Holy Spirit.” (v8) ?

9.	To be immersed in the Holy Spirit, would be to be under His influence.     Is this something true for you, or a work in progress?   What would help this become more of a reality?

10.	Why do you think Jesus was baptized (v 9-11) ?    See also Matthew 3:13-15.

11.	The purpose of the prophets,  e.g. Isaiah, Malachi, John etc, was to prepare the way for people to meet Jesus.    What things help prepare people today to meet Jesus?

12.	Think about your own meeting with Jesus.    Was there something or someone who helped prepare the way for that to happen?

13. 	Are there some people you know who you could help prepare for an encounter with Jesus?   Write down their names.


Study 2 		Mark 1:14-2:12 	THE POWERFUL KING 

Introduction:	Imagine you were suddenly given ultimate power.   How would you use this power?       What could be the ongoing consequences of your actions?


Read Mark 1:14 - 2:12 -20 

1.	John being put in prison precedes a change.   What changes occur? (v14-20)


2.	The passage 1:21 to 2:12 is about power.    List the ways Jesus demonstrates God’s power.  (There should be 6 or more)



3.	What was the difference between Jesus teaching and the Pharisees teaching?  (v22) 

4.	Why do you think Jesus prevented the demons from speaking?  (v23-25 & 34)

Read  Mark 1:40-45
5.	Many Pharisees taught that suffering was the result of sin.   (see John 9:1-2  & 34)
Read the statement that the leper makes in v 40.    What do you think is the question behind the statement? 

6.	How did Jesus respond and why do you think he responded this way?

7.	What does Jesus’ response tell us about God?

8.	The healed leper ignored Jesus warning but instead spoke freely about his healing.  What was the consequence of this? (v 43-45 )

Read  Mark 2:1-12.  
9.	The paralyzed man and his friends had faith.   What actions demonstrated that faith?

10.	What faith actions may be required from you in bringing a friend to Jesus?

11.	When the paralyzed man was lowered through the roof, Jesus said “Your sins are forgiven.” (v5)   What was controversial about this statement?

12.	When Jesus healed the suffering man (v8-11),   what was the implication, especially to those who believed that suffering was the result of sin?

13.	What was Jesus indirectly saying about himself?

Study 3 		Mark 2:13- 3:35 	THE OPPOSED KING

Introduction:	Have you ever come across someone who was legalistic?   How would you describe the pros & cons of their attitude.

Read Mark 2:13-17

1.	What question is asked? (v16)

2.	What was Jesus’ response? (v17)

3.	What was the difference between the attitude of the Pharisees and Jesus?

4.	How may a Christian individual or a church help Jesus focus more on sinners?


Read Mark 2:18-22

5.	What question is asked? (v18)

6.	What was Jesus’ response? 

7.	What was the difference between the attitude of the Pharisees and Jesus?

8.	What is the implication of Jesus’ statement in v21-22? 

9.	How may this apply to the work of a Christian individual or to a church ?

Read Mark 2:23-28

10.	What question is asked?  (v23-24)

11.	What was Jesus’ response? 

12.	What was the difference between the attitude of the Pharisees and Jesus?

13.	What should be our attitude to the Sabbath?

Read Mark 3:1-10

14.	How is the Pharisees attitude to Jesus different to the attitude displayed by the common people?

15	What do you think is the reason for that?


Study 4 		Mark 4:1-34 		THE HIDDEN KING 

Introduction:	Have you ever missed an opportunity  which you latter regretted?
 

Read Mark 4:1-20
Of the four soils described, three are of rejection one is of acceptance.

1.	How would you describe the first soil and its rejection of the seed? (v4 &15)

2.	Has this ever been a description of you at some time in your life?

3.	How would you describe the second soil and its rejection of the seed? (v5-6 &16-17)

4.	Has this ever been a description of you at some time in your life?
	
5.	How would you describe the third soil and its rejection of the seed? (v7 &18-19)

6.	Has this ever been a description of you at some time in your life?

7.	How would you describe the forth soil and its acceptance of the seed? (v8 & 20)

8.	What changes or transformation do you think would happen to the soil if it hosted a plant that grew to fruitful maturity?

9.	What changes or transformations have happened in your life as God’s seed has grown from the time that you accepted Jesus?


Read  Mark 4:21-25
10.	Are there things we seek to keep hidden from others?

11. 	How can we become people who are not afraid to be open and transparent?


Read  Mark 4:30-32.  
12.	Is there a sense that something that started small has become very large in your life?   Do others benefit?







Study 5 		Mark 4:35-5:43 	THE VICTORIOUS KING

Introduction:	Have you ever been in a situation where you felt powerless to do something that needed to be done.


Read Mark 5:21-43

1.	Why do you think Jesus went with the man to his home rather than just say the words of healing?   (such as Mark 7:24-30)

2.	On the way, a woman subject to bleeding touched his clock and was healed.  (v24-34)
	Why did Jesus stop and insist on talking to the woman?

3.	Why do you think it would be important for a person to understand the significance of their own faith? (v34)

4.	What do you think Jairus would be thinking during this delay?

5.	Some people came from the house and told Jairus his daughter was dead. (v35)  What is the implication of their words with respect to the healing of his daughter?

6.	Do you think Jairus was assured by Jesus response? (v36)

7.	Why do you think Jesus told the household that the child was only asleep? (v 37-40)

8.	Jesus raised the child to life by just saying the words to rise.   What would have been the reaction of those present? (v 40-42)

9.	Jesus gave strict orders not to tell others about the miracle.  (v 43)   How difficult do you think this would have been?

10.	There only 3 recorded instances of Jesus raising people from the dead (see also Luke 7:11-15 and John 11).   Why do you think these 3 persons were raised to life?

11.	There would have been many people pass away in Israel during the time of Jesus’ ministry.    Do you think that Jesus should have spent more time raising people to life?

12.	What do you think the actions that Jesus did and did not do, says about the things that God considers important?

!3.	What priorities or attitudes in your life should you change to become more like God ?



Study 6 		Mark 6:1-29 		THE REJECTED KING 

Introduction:	Have you ever had a school friend who has become someone of significance or power?    Has your feelings toward them changed?


Read Mark 6:1-6
1.	Jesus went to his hometown and preached.  (v 1-2)   Why were they amazed?

2.	Why did they take offence? (v 3-4)

3.	Why could Jesus not do many miracles? (v5-6)

4.	Why do you think faith is so important for miracles to happen?


Read Mark 6:6-13.   You can also read these events in Luke 9:1-6 or Matthew 10:1-15.

5.	Why do you think the disciples were sent out in teams of two? (v7) (consider Deut 19:15)

6.	What special authority did Jesus give to them?

7.	Apart from staff and sandals what were they not to take? (v8-9)

8.	What do you think was the reason for this?

9.	Why do you think they were told to just stay at one house?

10.	What do you think is the significance of shaking the dust off the feet after not being welcomed?  (v 11)

11. 	How do you think the disciples felt after seeing the miracles done at their hand? (v13)

12,	If you had that power, how would you respond?   What temptation could arise?


Read Mark 6:14-29

13.	Herod had two competing fears.  What were they?

14.	What competing fears operate in your life?



Study 7 		Mark 6:30-56 		THE SHEPHERD KING 

Introduction:	If someone asked you for evidence that God exists what would you say?


1.	What is your own definition of a miracle?	

2.	Look up Google or similar (i.e search for “miracle”)  what is a common description of a miracle?

3.	Often in describing a miracle, the word “unusual” (or similar) is used.    From your own understanding of life and the universe, is there stuff that happens all the time and every day (ie. usually)  that seem miraculous?   Write down some examples.



4.	Imagine if the things that happen unusually became usual, that is; bread multiplying, storms being stilled, the dead being raised etc.   Could you get used to that?


Read Mark 6:35-44
5.	If you were there what would have been your reaction to what happened?

6.	Is there any plausible explanation of what happened?


Read Mark 6:45-52
7.	If you were there what would have been your reaction to what happened?

8.	Is there any plausible explanation of what happened?


Read Mark 6:53-56
9.	How did the people react what they recognized Jesus?

10.	What were they expecting?

11.	What was the key thing that made the unusual become usual?

12.	Some would say that a miracle is a window that the grace of God allows us to see into a better world.  What gives us confidence that we may one day experience that world?

13.	A Christian is called to expect the unexpected.  How may we live that out?



Study 8 		Mark 7:1-23 		THE PURIFYING KING 

Introduction:	Many of us follow traditions of some kind in our lives.  What traditions are important to you and why?


Read Mark 7:1-8.
1.	Apart from hygiene, what do you think would be the reason for the tradition of ceremonial washing?

2.	What do you think was the Pharisees concern when they questioned  why the disciples did not wash?

3.	Jesus quotes from Isaiah.  Read the passage in the context of Isaiah 29:13-16,.  What is God’s message to the people?

4.	What traditions are common in churches or Christian lives today?

5.	Jesus points to another tradition replacing the law (v 9-13).  Put this in your own words.

6.	What is wrong with what the Pharisees were doing?

7.	What is their underlying attitude to God?


Read Mark 7:14-23
8.	What is the Pharisees view of what defiles?

9.	What is Jesus’ view of what defies?

10.	Think on what Jesus says in v 20-22.   Write down the 12 examples of evil thoughts that are stated.  Are there any that you would add to this list?

11.	Which of these would you have the most trouble with?

12.	Which of these would you have no trouble with?

13.	How can we become a person who is undefiled or at least less defiled than before?

14.	How can we help others in this matter?



