TITUS		THE PATH TO GODLINESS

Study 1	Titus 1:1-9: 		Being the Leader God Wants  
Study 2	Titus 1:10-16  	Fighting truth Decay
Study 3	Titus 2:1-10     Promoting the Gospel Through Christian Behaviour  
Study 4	Titus 2:11-15    	How God Shapes us for His
Study 5	Titus 3:1-8   		Being Christian in Public Life  
Study 6	Titus 3:9-15   	Dealing with Threats to a Godly Church  




Study 1	Titus 1:1-9: 	Being the Leader God Wants  
Introduction:	Have you ever been sent somewhere by someone for the purpose of conveying a message or to do a certain task?


Read Titus 1: 1-4
Q  1.	In many of his letters, Paul begins with his authority or credentials for speaking.   What does Paul refer to himself as? (v1)

Q  2.	There are some words in our Bibles which are not translated but transliterated that is, English letters are exchanged for Greek letters.    Apostle (Gk:  apóstolos) is one of them.     Find out (Google?) what the word means.     

Q  3.	Can this in any way be a description of yourself at some time?   If so when?


Q  4.	What two things does Paul see as his job description? (v1)


Q  5.	Would you see this as maybe part of your job description?  What things do you do to make it happen?


Q  6.	Why do you think the hope of eternal life is so important? (v 2-3)


Read Titus 1: 5-9
Q  7.	What was the job description that Paul had set out for Titus? (v 5)

Q  8.	Why do you think it may take time (part of the unfinished business) to appoint elders in a new church?

Q  9.	Read though verses 6-9 and list the qualities of an elder.   (there should be about 16)     In the group compare your list with that of others who may have used a different Bible translation.








Q 10.	What do you see as common themes that arise from this list?


Q  11.	Of the listed qualities, are there any to you that stand out?   If so, which ones and why?


Q  12.	What do you think is the value in an elder being “A man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient.” (v6)


Q  13.	The qualities that one would look to being an elder are the qualities of Christian maturity.    Which of these qualities do you think you have mastered to a reasonable extent?

 
Q  14.	Which of these qualities do you think, that for you are a work in progress?


Study 2	Titus 1:10-16  Fighting truth Decay
Introduction:	Who was the most difficult person you had had to deal with in your life?  What do you think made them so difficult to deal with?


Read Titus 1: 9 - 16
Q  1.	What are three things that describe the difficult people that Titus had to deal with ? (v10)


Q  2.	What do you think is meant by “especially those of the circumcision group?   And why do you think they could be a problem?  


Q  3.	What qualities of an elder (v9) do you think may be useful in dealing with these people.


Q  4.	“They must be silenced” (v11)  What would you see as a good way and a bad way of doing that?


Q  5.	Read Matthew 18: 15-17.   How effective do think this approach would be in dealing with difficult people?


Q  6.	What would you think could be some problems that could arise?


Q  7.	Paul says that teachers of falsehood do so “for the sake of dishonest gain”. (v11)     Can this still be the case today?  Can you think of some examples?


Q  8.	The people of Crete had a reputation for their lack of integrity.  Paul quoted the writings the Greek poet Epimesides (from about 600 BC) (v12)   What was to be Titus’ response to this? (v13)


Q  9.	Looking back on verses 6 to 9, what qualities of an elder do you think are particularly needed to counter the culture described in verse 12?


Q  10.	What do you think could be the danger of basing faith upon “Jewish myths and merely human commands”? (v14)


Q  11.	Read Galatians 5:1-5.   What is the danger of adding to the gospel message?


Q  12.	What do you think “fallen from grace” means?


Q 13.	Why is salvation by grace so important?

Study 3	Titus 2:1-10   Promoting the Gospel Through Christian Behaviour  
Introduction:	 Apart from your parents, who has had greatest influence upon your life?


Read Titus 2: 1-6
Q  1.	The role of Titus was to speak things of sound doctrine.  (v1)    What do you think the phrase “Sound Doctrine” would mean?  


Q  2.	List the things that Older Men are to aspire to be;  (v 2)


Q  3.	List the things that Older Women are to aspire to be;  (v3)


Q  4.	List the things that Younger Women are to aspire to be;  (v4-5)


Q  5.	List the things that Younger Men are to aspire to be; (v6)


Q  6.	Think of the list from the above questions (2,3,4, or 5) , that is appropriate to your own sex and age group.   How well do you think you have mastered these qualities in your life?


Q  7.	What are the items in your life that you think you may need more work on.   ( You may also like to ask a spouse or parent/kids for their honest appraisal)


Q  8.	What steps or resolutions do you plan to enact to bring about any changes.


Q  9.	The older women were instructed to encourage the younger women toward Godly behaviour (v 3-4).  In what way/s do you think you could mentor or be an encourager to the younger generation?



Read Titus 2: 7-10
Q  10.	What further advice does Paul give, to bring about change in others? (v7-8)


Q  11.	What do you think would be the reason to do this?	


Q  12.	What is the advice that is given to slaves? (v9-10)


Q  13.	We do not have slaves today, but you may be an employee to an employer.  How do you think we can apply similar principles in the workplace.


Study 4	Titus 2:11-15    How God Shapes us for His Purposes  
Introduction: Have you ever been the recipient of a significant gift given freely without any expectations?


Read Titus 2: 11-15
Q  1.	“The grace of God has appeared.” (v11)  What is your understanding of the meaning of the word “grace”?


Q  2.	If salvation was not given by grace, in what ways do you think people would try to obtain it?


Q  3.	What difference does it make to your life, knowing that your salvation is because of grace?


Q  4.	If salvation is offered to all people (v11), why do you think not all people accept it?


Q  5.	What two things does the grace of God teach us to say no to? (v12)


Q  6.	What are some examples of things in your life you have learned to say no to?  (v12)


Q  7.	What are some things that you still struggle with?  (You do not have to share this with the group)

Q  8.	In contrast, what type of life are we to live by?  (v12)


Q  9.	Sometimes after accepting God’s grace, the Holy Spirit works within us to bring about change.    Are there any changes in your life that you would identify as the work of God?


Q  10.	There are some things that we need to work upon ourselves.  Share with the group the victories and the continuing struggles that you have had, or continue to experience.



Q  11.	We are redeemed and justified, but not yet fully sanctified.   What is the hope that we wait for?  (v13-14)


Q  12.	What things should Titus do with all authority?

 
Q 13.	Where does the authority of Titus come from?


Q 14.	When we work in the lives of others, where does our authority come from?


Study 5	Titus 3:1-8   Being Christian in Public Life  
Introduction:	If there were no consequences to breaking laws, such as speeding fines etc, would this change your behaviour?  For example in the way you drive or pay your tax etc.


Read Titus 3: 1-8
Q  1.	Make a list of the six things that Titus was to remind us to be or do.  (v 1-2)





Q  2.	Thinking of the culture in which we live, which of these do people generally get right?


Q  3.	Again thinking of the culture in which we live, which of these do people get wrong? 


Q  4.	Which of the six would you see as a personal struggle for you?   Or something you need to improve upon.


Q  5.	From verse 3 , how does Paul describe our pre-Christ behaviour?



Q  6.	Is this a description of your previous life?   If not, what was different and why?

Q  7.	Paul speaks of our salvation (v4-7).    What was the motivation for God to save us?  (v5)


Q  8.	What wasn’t the motivation of God to save us? (v5)


Q  9.	What was the method that God used to save us (v5)


Q  10.	 Read John 3:1-8.   What do you understand of the meaning to be “Born Again”



Q  11.	Read Ephesians 2:1-5.   In the Bible, death is separation.  Physical death is the separation of our spirit from our body.    Spiritual death is the separation of our spirit from God.    What do you think it means “To be made alive together” (Eph 2:5)?



Q  12.	What is the result of God’s salvation?  (v7)



Q 13.	Why do you think Paul asks Titus to stress these things? ( v8)



Study 6	Titus 3:9-15   Dealing with Threats to a Godly Church  
Introduction:	Have you met someone who has strong opinions about something you consider unimportant?


Read Titus 3: 9-11
Q  1.	What three things is Titus and people who trust God, to avoid ? (v9)



Q  2.	Why would they be unprofitable and useless? (v9)



Q  3.	What would be some controversies today, which you think Christians can get distracted by?



Q  4.	What do you think Paul would mean by a “divisive person”?  (v10)


Q  5.	Think of people you may know as divisive.   What do you think makes them that way?


Q  6.	What is Titus advised to do with a divisive person?  (v10)



Q  7.	Do you think this is good advice?  If so, why?


Q  8.	Read Matthew 7:1-6.   How would you reconcile Jesus’ instruction to not judge, with the need for church discipline.  In what should we not judge and in what should we judge?


Q  9.	What do you think may be some of difficulties for a church leadership today to exercise discipline of difficult members?


Q  10.	Paul mentions workers such as Tychicus (v12) whom he has either trained or were present with him on his missionary journeys.   What do you see is the value in intentionally discipling others in what you know or do?


Q  11.	Titus is instructed to send certain ones “on their way and see that they have everything they need”. (v13)   How can we more effective in sending and supporting “Sent Ones” or missionaries from our church?


Q  12.	Good deeds (v14)  are mentioned six times in the letter to Titus.   What can we do to live lives that are productive or a blessing to others?


Q  13.	Consider,  If you or your church ceased to exist,  Would people in your community notice?


Q  14. How may our church make more of an impact in our community?

