2025  Term 1  Bible Study – Mark 9-14 : Leaders Notes

I have put together some notes for the Bible Study leaders to use if they would like help in preparing for the leading of the studies.    Many questions do not have right or wrong answers.    Hopefully there would be some good discussion and a deeper appreciation of different ideas.

Encourage your group members to imagine they are one of the disciples.   You have signed on with team Jesus, but you don’t know what it is all about.   Is Jesus just a prophet?,  Is he going to be king?  Are the Romans to be overthrown?  Why does he keep talking about dying in Jerusalem? and Why is he going there?
Study 1:
Q 1.   	The transfiguration is one of the great mysteries of the gospels.  We can only make intelligent guesses about how and why.   Many would see it as a confirmation of some kind.
Q 3.	Moses represents the law and Elijah the prophets.  In a way they are the “Law and the Prophets” (i.e. the Bible), They also did not die a normal death.  Some Jews thought this was so that they may return at some time.  
Q 6.	See Matthew 17:13
Q 8.	Discussion could have been about how the disciples were unable to deliver the child using the name of Jesus.

Q 12	There are several answers; lack of prayer, lack of faith, the difficulty of casting out a deaf & dumb demon and all of the above.  



Study 2 

Q 6.	Sometimes there is a parochial attitude, lack of unity, a “go it alone” or “we are better than others” mentality.

Q 12. 	For salt, see Matthew 5:13, Fire is sometimes associated with zeal (John 2:17) or testing.	


Study 3 

Q  1.	Jesus was getting him to think about whom He is (God).

Q  2.	“What must I do”, where grace is about accepting what God does.

Q  3.	Number 10 – Do not covert.

Q  4 & 5.	Compare with the response of Zaccheus, Luke 19:8



Study 5 


Q 5.	This is perhaps the darkest of the parables of Jesus.   The coming destruction of the nation (70AD) was truly horrific.

Q 6.	Church history is full of the persecutions of those who tried to reform the church.



Study 6   

Q 10.	Normally you think of a son as being inferior to his ancestor.  The leaders may have thought of the messiah as a political leader only.	 


Study 7   

Q 2.	The 3 questions in Matthew 24:3 are;   1. When will these things (destruction of the temple) be?, 2. What will be the sign of your coming?  3. And of the end of the age?
In Mark’s gospel there are two questions recorded.


 
Study 8   

Q 1.	See Mark  10:21,  Matthew 6:19-20.

Q 8.	Church building projects can be controversial (Build a cathedral or rent a school).

Q 12.	Matthew 7:15-23
