Nine Studies from 

1 Samuel

1	1 Samuel 1:1-2:11 	The Lord of Hope and comfort
2	1 Samuel 3 –4:1  	The Word of the Lord
3	1 Samuel 4:-2 - 7  	The Fear of the Lord
4	1 Samuel 8 – 		Discontent with the Lord as King.
5	1 Samuel 9-11 – 	The Lord provides and equips Israel with a  King
6	1 Samuel 12  		Renewed Allegiance to the Lord
7	1 Samuel 13-15 	The Lord rejects the King
8	1 Samuel 16 - 	The Lord’s King
9	1 Samuel 17:1-18:5  	The Lord’s King conquers Giants.




Week 1
1 Samuel 1:1-2:11 The Lord of Hope and comfort
Read 1 Samuel 1
1.	Imagine living in a household where you are one of two wives to the same husband.  	What would be the things that would cause friction or jealousy?


2.	Would being barren be particularly painful in that culture?   If so why?


3.	The other wife, Peninnah provoked Hannah (v6-8).   What are examples in your life where you experienced difficulties that were made worse by the words or actions of others?


4.	Have you been in a situation where you have earnestly prayed for a long time for something to happen?   Name one or more of these examples in your life?



5.	If it seemed that God had not answered your prayers within an expected timeframe, how did you respond?


6.	What is the vow that Hannah makes in v 11?


7.	Read Numbers 6:1-8.  What are the requirements of the Nazirite vow?




8.	The name Samuel means “Asked of God”, indicating that Hannah considered him given by God because she asked for him.   Read Psalm 127.  What are the implications of seeing our children as being a gift given? 



Read 1 Samuel 2:1-10
9.	Hannah’s prayer is recorded in vs1-10.  What beliefs are evident in her prayer?



10.	Which themes or phrases appeal to your spiritual condition?



11. 	Read the prayer of Mary in Luke 1:46-55.   What ideas are in common with the Prayer of Hanna?



12.	What lessons applicable to your life do you learn from the person and deeds of Hanna?



Week 2
1 Samuel 3 –4: 1  The Word of the Lord
Read 1 Samuel 3
1.	“Word and visions were rare” (v3:1).  What could be the implications (either bad or good) of this statement?



2.	Samuel hears God calling, yet thinks it is Eli (v2-10)   Have you ever had the experience of God telling you something, but perhaps not realise it at the time?



3.	What things do you look for in discerning that something may be of God?



4.	What was the message that God gave to Samuel in v11-14.



5.	What do you think the expression “both ears tingle” means?


6.	What was it about Eli that made God angry? (see also 2:12-17 & 2:22-34)



7.	What do you think were the motivations behind Eli’s actions or inaction?



8.	What lessons can we learn from this so that we can avoid making the same kind of mistake?



9.	Some sin could not be atoned for (v14).  Are there some things which we could do for which there is no atonement?  (consider Jesus’ warnings in the gospels)



10.	What was the response from Eli ?  (v15-18)



11.	What would you have said or done if you were in Eli’s place?



12.	Read verse Read 1 Samuel 2:35.  Who would be the faithful priest that is referred to?




Week 3
1 Samuel 4:-2 - 7  The Fear of the Lord
Read 1 Samuel 4:1-4
1.	Israel was defeated in battle by the Philistines.  But whom did the elders state was the one who defeated them? (v3)  Why would they think this? 


2.	What action did the elders decide to do to remedy the situation?   Why would they think this is the right thing to do?



3.	Read Leviticus 26:14-17 & Deut 28: 15 & 25.   What is the warning given to the people.



4.	What do you think the people should have done in response to their defeat?



5.	Have there been events in your life that you may have attributed to God working against you?   If so, what did you do to remedy the situation?


6.	The people may have thought that bringing the Ark of the Covenant into battle may force God to defeat the Philistines.   What is wrong with this type of thinking?


7.	Do you think Christians today may be guilty of this type of thinking?   (The use of certain words, actions, symbols, habits etc)



Read 1 Samuel 4:5-11
8.	At the coming of the Ark, the people gave a great shout. (v5)   Compare this with Joshua 6:20.   What were the differences in outcomes?


9.	What was the response from the Philistines?



Read 1 Samuel 4:12-22
10.	What is the mood that would have swept through Israel at the news?   Is this the thing to “make ears tingle” predicted in 1 Sam 3:11?


11.	Eli’s new grandchild was named Ichabod meaning “The glory has departed from Israel” (20-22).   Is this a true description of events?


12.  	What lessons do you learn from the elders as to what to do and what not to do in your own life?


Week 4
1 Samuel 8 – Discontent with the Lord as King.
Read 1 Samuel 8:1-9
1.	The elders of Israel came to Samuel and asked for a king.   What were the reasons given?  (v5 & 20)


2.	What was God’s response?


3.	What could be some of the bad reasons for wanting a king to rule them?



4.	Do Christians, including us, sometimes behave in the same way?  If so how?



5.	Read Jesus’ instructions in Matthew 23: 8-12.   What vital concept is Jesus teaching us?


6.	Read Deuteronomy 17: 14-20
	A)	How was the king to be selected? (v14-15)


	B)	What was he not to do? (v16-17)


	C)	What was he to do to be a successful king? (v18-20)



Read 1 Samuel 8:10-22
7.	What were the burdens that Samuel warns that a king would place on the people? (v10-18)


8.	What was the response of the people? (v19-20)


9.	Discontent can lead us to make bad decisions.  Are there examples of that in your life?	Discus with the group anything you are prepared to share.



10.  	Some people believe that Australia should become a republic.   What could be the good and/or the bad reasoning behind such a desire?



11.	One of the key questions that underlie the path of person’s life, even those religious, is: Do we really truly want God to rule over us?     Discuss this in the group.



Note: The next study covers chapters 9,10 & 11.  Be sure to read these chapters during the week. 

Week 5
1 Samuel 9-11 – The Lord provides and equips Israel with a  King
Read 1 Samuel 9:1-10
1.	What were the qualities that describe Saul as a possible candidate to become king? (v2-3)


2.	Are these similar to the traits we sometimes look for in our leaders? What other traits do people look at?



3.	What events lead Saul to encounter Samuel? (v 3-10)
	


4.	Saul goes looking for donkeys but instead becomes a king.   What experiences have happened in your life, where something unexpected comes out of an unrelated quest?  E.g. find an; object, career, wife, hobby, church, friendships etc.




5.	Saul states that he is from the tribe of the Benjamin, the smallest of the tribes. (9:21)   This tribe was almost wiped out because of their sin and resulting civil war at the end of Judges.   How would this contrast to normal expectations?



6.	What positive attribute about his character does Saul reveal through this statement?



7.	What positive attribute about Saul’s character is revealed in 1 Samuel 10:21-22



8.	What positive attribute about Saul’s character is revealed in 1 Samuel 11:5-7



9.	What positive attribute about Saul’s character is revealed in 1 Samuel 11:12-13



10.	What do we learn from the initial character of Saul that you could put into practice in your life?

Week 6
1 Samuel 12  Renewed Allegiance to the Lord
Read 1 Samuel 12:1-5
1.	Samuel invites the people to examine him and find fault.   What possible faults does Samuel outline? (v3)	



2.	If your life was to be examined and judged on these and other possible faults, how do you think you would measure up? 

	


3.	The people testify that they find no fault in Samuel.   Why do you think this is important to his message?




Read 1 Samuel 12:6-11
4.	Samuel then summarises Israel’s history.  What sin did they commit during this time?


5.	Describe the cyclic nature of the events that repeated themselves.  What happened again and again?



6.	Does this happen to some extent in your life.  That is: drifting away, then trouble, then repentance, then complacency etc?   What would be an example?


Read 1 Samuel 12:12-18
7.	The call for a king is part of the same cycle (v13).   What does Samuel instruct the people to do to bring a better outcome?



8.	What sign does God provide to clarify the importance of Samuel’s words?



Read 1 Samuel 12:19-25
9.	Despite their mistake, what promise of God is made to the people? (v22)



10.	What obligation does Samuel place upon himself? (v23)



11. 	Do you think we have similar obligation to others?   How should we do that?



12.	What warning is given in v25?   Is this significant?


Week 7
1 Samuel 13-15 The Lord rejects the King
Read  Exodus 17:8-16
1.	What did God promise to do in Exodus 17:14-17 and Deuteronomy 25:17-19?



Read  1 Samuel 15:1-3
2.	What was the instruction given to Saul?


3.	What reason do you think God would have for killing all of Amelek?



Read 1 Samuel 15:4-9
4.	Why was Saul careful to spare the Kenites?   (note: Moses father in law, Jethro was of the tribe of the Kenites)



5.	Instead of complete destruction, what did Saul do? (v7-9)



Read 1 Samuel 12:10-23
6.	Why would God have been angry?


7.	What were the reasons that Saul gives for his disobedience?  (v15, 20-21)


8.	What does Samuel say to that?   (v22-23)


9.	Has there been times in your life where you have justified disobedience, either to   God or to others?    What are some examples?



10.	There is another reason that Saul also gives for his disobedience.  (v24) what was that?


11.	“Fear is the path to the dark side”  said Yoda to young Anakin Skywalker (Star Wars 1 – The Phantom Menace).   Is this true for some people?    Has this ever been true for you?



12.	Saul eventually says the words “I have sinned”.  (v24)  What makes these words difficult to say?



13.	What characteristic of God does Samuel emphasise in v29?



14.	What changes to how you behave, could make you more like this?




Week 8  
1 Samuel 16 - The Lord’s King
Read  1 Samuel 16:1-5
1.	Why do you think that Samuel was so distressed or grieving over Saul? (v1)



2.	Have there been situations where you similarly grieved over others who displayed bad character or life choices?  What are some examples?



3.	In verse 2, Samuel tells God that Saul would kill him if he knew of God’s plan.   What does that tell us of Saul’s character?   



4.	What do you think is the reason for the change in Saul from  1 Samuel 10:21-22?



5.	When Samuel came to Bethlehem (v4), why do think the elders were trembling when they came to meet him?


Read  1 Samuel 16:6-13
6.	When the sons of Jesse entered, Samuel picked out Eliab as God’s likely choice. What characteristics made him look like leadership material?  (v6-7)   



7.	What person do these characteristics remind you of?	

8.	What does God consider important? (v7)    In your own words, what does that mean?



9.	From what you know of David’s character, what do you think God was looking at?
	


10.	The Bible contains many events that are ironic.   What ironic concept described in Psalm 118:22 is demonstrated in this passage?



11. 	What habits or practices may you take up to become a person useful for God?



12.  	“The Spirit of God came mightily upon David from that day forward.” (v13)  What do you think this means?



Week 9 
1 Samuel 17:1-18:5  -The Lord’s King conquers Giants.
Read 1 Samuel 17:1-11
1.	In comparison to your height, how high was Goliath? (v4)


2.	List the items of armour and weapons that he had.   (v4-7)



3.	What would have been the point of the challenge of the champions? 



Read 1 Samuel 17:12-49
4.	The Israel army saw the size of Goliath and was afraid.   What was David’s perspective on the matter?  (v26)



5.	What was it that gave David confidence that he could kill Goliath?  (v34-37)



6.	Saul was taller than David and more used to fighting with armour and weapons.   Why didn’t he take up the fight with Goliath? 





7.	David was regarded as weak in the eyes of the world.   From the following verses, how was this emphasised?
	a)	v28

	b)	v32-33

	c)	v38-39

	d)	v42-43



8.	What lesson is David teaching to people in verse 46-47?



9.	“For the battle is the Lord’s” (v47).    From your knowledge of Bible history, what other events illustrate this statement?




10.	What lesson does Paul teach us in 2 Corinthians 4:7 & 12:7-10?

