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MARK: (PART 2)   WHO IS THIS MAN? 

Study 1.	Mark 9:2-32   -  The King who needs to be listened to

Introduction
Have you ever been in conversation where you realize one of you is not listening to the other?



Read Mark 9: 2 – 13

Q 1.	The event of the transfiguration (Gk = Meta-morpho) is at a turning point in the gospel where Jesus has committed himself to travelling to Jerusalem and the cross.   What do you think was the purpose of the transfiguration?



Q 2.	What do you think the description of the clothes implies?  (v 3)



Q 3.	What do you think is the significance of the appearance of Elijah and Moses?  (v 4) What would they represent?



Q 4.	Peter makes a suggestion. (v5-6)   What is he implying?



Q 5.	What is the purpose of God’s response?  (v 7)   What lesson is learned?


	

Q 6.	Who do you think is the person that Jesus says is Elijah? (v11-13)  See also Malachi 4:4-6.


Q 7.	It is often hard to understand prophecy until it is fulfilled, for example, how Malachi 4:4-6 was fulfilled.   What lessons on understanding scripture do we learn from this?



Read Mark 9: 14 – 32

Q 8.	When Jesus and the three return, they find a scene of an undelivered demon possessed child and discussion between the scribes and the disciples.   What do you think the discussion may have been about? (v 14-16)


Q 9.	From the tone of the words used in v 17-18 what do you think was the underlying attitude of the Father and the scribes?    How is it different to the Leper’s request in Mark 2:40?



Q 10. 	Why do you think Jesus turns the responsibility for the healing back upon the person making the request?  (v23)




Q 11.	Note the father’s response in verse 24.   Do you find yourself responding in the same way in the face of a difficult problem?   How can we improve from our position of unbelief?




Q 12.	Jesus refers to the demon as a “deaf and dumb spirit” (v 25).    Why do you think this would be a difficult spirit to cast out?



Q 13.	Travelling through Galilee, Jesus spent time teaching his disciples about his death and resurrection (v 30-32).   Why do you think they did not understand and why were they afraid to ask?





Study 2.	Mark  9:33 - 10:12  - The King who calls us to be a servant of all

Introduction
Have you ever had to interact with a person who seemed very self-focused?



Read Mark 9:33-41

Q 1.	Why do you think the disciples would discuss among themselves the question of who greatest?



Q 2.	Has this ever been a discussion among people at your work, family, social group, church group etc?   What would have led to this discussion?




Q 3.	What do you understand is the meaning of the statement that Jesus makes in v 35?  Write it out in your own words.  




Q 4.	Jesus used a child for a practical demonstration. (v36-37)    What is the point that He is driving home?




Q 5.	What do you think is the attitude that John had, that motivated his action in v38?



Q 6.	Do we sometimes have this attitude in ourselves?  Do we see it in churches ?  What are some examples?



Q 7.	What is the principle that Jesus teaches in v 39-41?



Read Mark 9:42-50

Q 8.	In v42, Jesus again teaches a value system which is different to the world.   What is the warning that Jesus gives?


Q 9.	What are some of the ways that we, others, or churches could make people stumble?




Q 10.	What principle does Jesus teach about the importance of avoiding sin in vs 43-47?




Q 11. 	If someone was to take these words literally, that is, remove a hand, foot, or eye, would this actually deal with sin?    What would be a better way?




Q 12.	What do you think it means to “have salt in yourselves” or “be salted with fire”?
How does this lead to peace?  (v49-50)
 



Read Mark 10:1-12

Q 13.	A worldly value system would have people think that the goal of life is their own happiness.   That if say, you are not happy with your wife, it would be good to get divorced.   What important principle does Jesus teach in this passage?







Study 3.	Mark 10: 13-52 – The servant King who calls us to be a slave to all

Introduction

Have you ever been in a situation where you or someone else doesn’t understand a concept even though it has been explained many times.



Read Mark 10:17 – 31

Q 1.	Why do you think that Jesus asked the rich young ruler why he called him good?  What was Jesus getting at?



Q 2.	Think about the rich young ruler’s question in v 17.   Now read Ephesians 2:8-10.
What would you see is a problem with the ruler’s question?



Q 3.	Jesus points to the commandments (v19).    Of the 10 commandments in Exodus 20:1-17, which one do you think the ruler had trouble with? 



Q 4.	Why do you think Jesus told the rich young ruler to sell his possessions?



Q 5.	Is the issue really about money?   What is the important thing that needs to happen to become a follower of Jesus?



Read Mark 10:32 – 40

Q 6.	Imagine you are one of the disciples at that time, what would you make of the words that Jesus spoke in v 32-34?



Q 7.	Why would James and John think they were special enough to pose their request in v 35-37?




Q 8.	From verse 37, what do you think James and John thought they were asking for?




Q 9.	Note Jesus response in v 38-40.
	a) 	Why does he say “you don’t know what you are asking for” ?


	b)	What do think he means by “to drink the cup that I am about to drink” ?


	c)	What do you think he means by “to be baptised (immersed) in the baptism with which I will be baptised” ?



Q 10.	Note v 40 , and read Mark 15:27.   What would you see as the difference between the world’s perspective and God’s perspective of glory?



Q 11.	What would you see as a danger in asking for things from God?



Read Mark 10: 41-45

Q 12.	In what ways do you think you personally could become great in the kingdom of God?



Read Mark 10: 46-52
Q 13.	Blind Bartimaeus’ need would have been obvious.  Why do you think Jesus asked him to state his request?



Study 4.	Mark 11:1-25  - The Judgement of the King 

Introduction	
Have you ever planted a tree, vine or plant and were disappointed when it did not produce the fruit you were expecting?




Read Mark 11:1-10

Q 1.	A king would enter a city on a horse of significance.   What do you think would have been Jesus’ purpose of using a colt?    (see also Zech 9:9)




Q 2.	Look up the meaning of “hosanna” (Google ?).   Why do you think the people proclaimed these words?




Read Mark 11:11-19

Q 3.	When Jesus entered the temple, what actions did he do?




Q 4.	What do you think was His motivation for doing these things?




Q 5.	Are their similar things in our lives that Jesus may want to change?  What do you think they would be?




Q 6.	“My house shall be a house of prayer for the nations”  What could be some of  the things in churches that may hinder its mission to the world?





Read Mark 11:20-25

Q 7.	After visiting the temple, Jesus had cursed a fig tree (v12-14)   soon after it was withered (v20-21).  Why do you think Jesus cursed it?




Q 8.	In what ways would  a leafy fig tree (in spring, prior to its summer fruit bearing) would be symbolic of the state of the temple and the heart of the nation?




Q 9.	The tree had the look of fruit but bore no fruit in what ways do you think we can be the same?




Q 10.	What type of fruit was Jesus looking for in Israel?




Q 11.	What type of fruit do you think God looks for in our lives? 




Q 12.	Many people think they will be saved simply by being religious.   What is the warning of these events to us?




Q 13.	What does Jesus teach about prayer in v22-25?




Q 14.	In prayer there is the challenge to expect the unexpected (v23)   How can we put that into practice?

Study 5.	Mark  11-27 - 12:12    -  Rejection of the King
Introduction
Have you ever loaned something to someone who did not give it back or who did not look after it?



Read Mark 11:27-33

Q 1.	Read again v 15-17.   What was the reason for the question asked by the leaders in v 27-28?



Q 2.	What would have been the answer to this question and way do you think Jesus did not answer it directly?



Q 3.	Jesus instead challenges them with a question of his own.   What does the discussion of that question reveal about the leaders of Israel? (v29-33)




Read Mark 12:1-12

Q 4.	From the parable identify what the items/characters would represent:

	a) The man who planted the vineyard is .......


	b) The vineyard represents .......


	c) The wall, vat, winepress, tower represent ......


	d) The vine-growers are .....


	e) The expected produce of the vineyard is ......


	f) The various servants sent to collect , but were beaten or killed .....


	g) The beloved son  (v5-6) .......


	h) The reason for growers rejecting and killing (v7) .....


	i)  The destruction of the vine-growers (v9) .......


	j)  The others to whom the vineyard is given (v9) .....



Q 5.     What is your overall impression of what was happening in respect to Jesus and what will happen to Israel?




Q 6.	Is it possible that “Christians” could act in the same way as the vine-growers?   Do people sometimes in their own way act as if what is leased to them to manage on behalf of God, should be their own and not God’s?      (Think of money, possessions, abilities, power, position etc)




Study 6.	Mark  12:13 – 45 	Questions of the King
Introduction	
Have you ever been in a situation where someone has tried to test you or entrap you, say at school, work or a social situation?



Read Mark 12:13-17
Q 1.	What was the trap that the Pharisees and Herodians had set for Jesus?



Q 2.	What lesson do you learn from Jesus’ answer that may apply to how you live?




Read Mark 12:18-27

Q 3.	Read Deuteronomy 25:5-6.   The Sadducees had used scripture to reason themselves out of believing in a resurrection of the soul.    What do you think was their motivation for being priests?



Q 4.	What did Jesus identify as their real problem?




Q 5.	What does Jesus teach about the nature of the resurrected life? (v 25)




Q 6.	What evidence does Jesus point to as proof of a resurrection?




Read Mark 12:28-34

Q 7.	Look up the commandments in Deuteronomy 6:4-5, and Leviticus 19:17-18.     Why do you think these two would be the foremost of God’s commandments?




Q 8.	Of the ten commandments in Exodus 20:1-17.  Which of these would fall under the “Love God” command? 




Q 9.	Which ones would fall under the “Love your neighbour” command?





Read Mark 12:35 – 45

Q 10.	What was it that Jesus was trying to get the leaders to understand in referring to the Christ as the “Son of David’   (v 35-37)





Q 11.	What did Jesus state was problem with the scribes?  (v38-40)




Q 12.	What does he mean by “devour widows houses”? (v40)




Q 13.	What principle does Jesus teach in v 41-44?



Study 7.	Mark 13  –  The King predicts the future

Introduction
Some people like to focus on current world events as the end times.   In your experience is this a help or a hindrance? 




Read Mark 13: 1-4

Q 1.	The rebuilding of the temple under Herod began in about 20 BC and finished in 65AD.    By this time, most of its structure had been completed.   What do you think would have been the reaction of those who heard what Jesus said in these verses?




Q 2.	Read v 4 as well as Matthew 24:3.   What are the three questions asked by the disciples?




Read Mark 13: 5-13

Q 3.	What things are the disciples told to expect in v5-8?




Q 4.	In v 9-13 what were the disciples told to expect in relation to themselves?




Q 5.	From your understanding of the events in the book of Acts and early church history, did these types of events happen?   What is one example?




Q 6.	What promise is given in v 13?




Read Mark 13: 14-23

Q 7.	The abomination of desolation is mentioned in Daniel 9:27, 11:31, 12:11.   The event described in Daniel is most likely the reign of terror unleashed by the Greek king Antiocheius (about 165 BC) who tied to stamp out Judaism.  He set up brothels in the temple courts, sacrificed pigs on the altar and placed a statue of Zeus in the Holy place.  
Jesus is indicating that this type of event will happen again.    What warning does Jesus give to those living during these days?   (v 14-16)





Q 8.	You can do your own research on the destruction of Jerusalem, through internet (i.e. Wikipedia) or commentaries.   The Jewish historian Josephus, tells of the death of 1.1 million people.    It is said that heeding the warning of Jesus, Christians fled to Pella in Jordan.   
Reading v 17-20, describe what you think it would have been like to live in Palestine during those days.




Q 9.	What further warning does Jesus give to his disciples in v21-23?    Does this warning still apply today?




Read Mark 13: 24- 37

Q 10.	In v 24-25, there is imagery that had been commonly used by the prophets ( e.g. Isaiah 13:10   Joel 3:15)    What is your impression in general terms of the idea conveyed?




Q 11.	In v 26-27, Jesus speaks of his return in terms of Daniel 7:13.   How would knowing this be a help for people living in hard times?
 



Q 12.	What lesson does Jesus instruct us to learn from the fig tree?   (v28-29)




Q 13.	Many groups have claimed to know the date of Christ’s return.  What does Jesus teach about that in verse 32?   Therefore how are we to behave?

Study 8.	Mark 14:1-11 Love for the King
Introduction
If you wanted to do something very special for someone, what kind of thing would you do?  




Read Mark 14:3-9

Q 1.	There is argument about the use of resources.  How might Jesus’ own teaching have prompted this argument?




Q 2.	300 denarii was equivalent to 300 days wages and could have helped a lot of poor people.  Without knowing Jesus’ own opinion on the matter, which position would you have taken in the debate?




Q 3.	What do you think may have been the woman’s motivation for her action?




Q 4.	Mark states that Jesus was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper (v3).  What do you think may have been a possible background story of the woman?




Q 5.	This story is also in Matthew and is told a little differently in John 12:1-8.  Read John’s account.  What differences in John’s account help to bring more meaning to the story?




Q 6.	The vial (jar) was broken to release the perfume so it could have its effect.  Would you see some symbolism in this story that may apply to our own lives?





Q 7.	Jesus commended the woman for her service to him.   Thinking of the two great commandments in Mark 12:30-31, which one is followed in preference to the other?  





Q 8.	There is sometimes debate in churches as to how best to use resources.  That is to love God (or how we think we should love God) or to love our neighbour.  Can you think of some of the issues that can arise?





Q 9.	“The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want” (v 7)   Do you think we and churches do enough to help the poor?   How can we do better?




Read Mark 14: 1-2 and 10-11

Q 10.	 It was the leader’s intention to kill Jesus after and not during the festival (v 1-2)  Yet Jesus knew he was to die at the Passover.   How do you think Judas may have fit into God’s larger plan?




Q 11.	Judas betrayed Jesus for 30 silver coins.   This would have been worth about 2 days wages.    Do you think this was the motivation for Judas to do what he did?   What other motivation do you think he may have had for betraying Jesus?





Q 12.	Judas was in every way one of the twelve.   He would have healed, preached, baptised as any of the disciples did.   What lesson do you think his betrayal teaches us?


