Term 1 - Bible Study – The Lord’s Prayer: Leaders Notes

I have put together some notes for the Bible Study leaders to use if they would like help in preparing for the leading of the studies.

General

The Thinking Questions are intended for people as they do the study by themselves.  They do not need to be discussed in the group unless people haven’t done their homework.

Study 1:
The idea is to focus on the tremendous privilege of being able to relate to God as a loving father.
Some may have had bad childhood experiences.  Some counselling or pastoral care may be of help.



Study 2 

Don’t worry about doing the thinking question in the group.  It is answered in question 1.

There are many Bible passages that that express the hallowedness of God.   I chose Revelation 4 because it sums up many different themes.

A note for Bible scholars:   Rev 4 is an expansion of Daniel 7:9-10.   Rev 5 is an expansion of Daniel 7:13-14


Study 3 
Q 1 & 2.	There is a very important difference in understanding that a kingdom is about people rather than territory.   People were expecting the messiah to lead Israel to take over the Roman Empire.  That Jerusalem will become the new Rome.  That the gentiles will be forced worship and serve God.   To Jesus the Kingdom of God was about people choosing to acknowledge God as their king, without regard to nation or territory.

Study 4 
In using plural pronouns in the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus is emphasing a sense of community.   The idea “we are all in it together”.    Which is in such contrast to worldly individualism.
See Acts 2:42-47





Study 5 

Q1.	Doing the math. 10,000 x 6,000  =  60 million days wages.   An ordinary worker say a labourer, in Australia today would expect about $ 300 a day or more.  This would work out to be  $ 18 Billion.  (oh wow)

Q6.	In this question I want discuss the transformation in a person’s life, when they truly accept an idea.     An example of this is when someone decides to get married.  Sometimes people say the vows but don’t live them out.   They don’t “love, honour & cherish”.   They don’t “forsake all others” etc.    They are married in name only, but it hasn’t changed their life.




Study 6   
Q 5.	The Holy Spirit may bring to mind verses of the Bible (Matthew 4:1-11), Christian songs, encouragement/ admonishment from others, certain events etc.

