2024 Term 2 Bible Study – Mark 1-8 : Leaders Notes

I have put together some notes for the Bible Study leaders to use if they would like help in preparing for the leading of the studies.

Try to encourage people to do the study before hand during the week.   Many of the questions involve a bit of private soul searching and reflection.   This is best done before doing the study as a group.

The internet is a great research tool.  Just using “Google” or another search engine can provide some interesting answers to many queries.  Be aware that some answers provided may just be an opinion.

The Ice Breaker Questions are intended to bring out experiences and feelings relating to the topic.   Try to encourage people to share their ideas & experience.   People in your group may have a wealth of life experience that add real depth to the Bible passage being studied.

Study 1:
Q 4.   	Consider Romans 6:11 and 2 Cor 5:17
Q 5.	We don’t have accurate data on population at the time.   The Christian History Institute estimates of population of  500,000 for Palestine.  The purpose of the question is get people thinking of the impact of John’s ministry.
Q 9.	There are various answers (prayer, Bible study) but the main one is total surrender to God (Rom 12:1-2).  In this area the key question is not “have I got the Holy Spirit” but, “has the Holy Spirit got you?”
Q 10.	From Matthew 3:15 it seems that Jesus was setting an example for us to follow.

Q 11-12	Some may talk of School scripture, Sunday School, Christian Radio, Internet or significant people etc.


Study 2 
Ice Breaker.	Some Star trek episodes explore this question quite well

Q 11-13.	Only someone who was sinned against, can forgive the one who has sinned against them.    Jesus was implying that He can forgive sin because He is God.
For the Pharisee who believed that sin caused suffering, the removal of the suffering was the proof that sin was forgiven and Jesus was God.


Study 3 
These questions address legalistic thinking that had arisen in Israel in contrast to God’s real intentions.   The challenge is how to follow God’s intention without falling into the trap of legalism and institutionalisation. 
The story of William Booth who founded the Salvation army is an inspiration.  You can Google some of his famous quotes and a “A Vision of the Lost".

Study 4 
Ice Breaker	The photocopier was invented by Chester Carlson.  For six years he went to numerous companies to demonstrate his invention.   None was prepared to develop the idea until a company called Xerox took on the concept.  Today, that company is one of the world’s biggest and photocopiers are an essential part of many businesses. 

Much of this passage is about transformation.   If you go out to your garden and look at the soil around a healthy growing tree, you can imagine how that soil has been transformed.
See Romans 12.


Study 5 

Ice Breaker	The two powerless situations that relate to the passage are; a person suffering a disease that refuses to be cured, and secondly a person who feels powerless to save a loved one who is dying.

Q 10 – 13	These questions help us think in terms of the priorities of God.  Spiritual healing over physical healing.	



Study 6   

Q 7-9		It is often found that evangelism is best done from a position of dependency and humility rather than from strength and self sufficiency. 

Q 13-14	Herod was torn between fear of God (v20) and fear of people (v26)

Study 7   

Q 3.	A good example is the process of breathing, which involves an incredible array of mechanical and biochemical processes, yet is done automatically without thought.
Also, we stand on a spinning rock surrounded by breathable gases while also travelling at 54,000 km/h around a big ball of exploding gas. Yet we think nothing of it.  It is normal.
 
Study 8   

Ice Breaker	We often have traditions around special events such as: Christmas, birthdays, weddings, anniversaries, mother’s day, Anzac day, even breakfast & dinner.

Q 1-2 & 8-9	The Pharisees saw sin as coming from the outside.  Jesus saw sin as something that came from the inside.
