Study Notes for 2024 Term 3   Bible Studies   –  1 Samuel
Week 1
Q 1.	Some Biblical examples of competing wife conflicts are Sarah & Hagar (Genesis 16:1-6 & 21:9-11)  and also Leah & Rachel (Genesis 30:1-8). 
An interesting way of opening this topic to discussion is to get people to imagine how they would feel if their own husband or their own wife came home with an extra spouse (one perhaps younger and more pretty/handsome than you).  How would you feel about sharing the house, bedroom, bank account etc with them.

Week 2
Q 9.	Some warnings from Jesus: Matthew 12:31-32, Matthew 18:6, Matthew 26:24.   Also Galatians 1:8-9
Q 12.	The passage in 1 Samuel 2:35, seems to be a double prophecy. In one sense it seems to refer to Zadok who became High Priest under the reign of David (2 Samuel 15:24-29) in another sense it seems to refer to Jesus as the ultimate High Priest.  

Week 3
Q7.	An example is that some people may use the words “In Jesus Name”  to invoke special power without realising what the words mean.

Week 5
Q 5.	If an election was held, you would expect that the leader of the largest tribe would become king.

Week 6
Q 5.  The cycle from Judges seems to be:  Sin > Crisis > God’s Judge > Repentance > Complacency > Sin (again)  



Week 7
Q 3.	The reason for the total killing all Amelek (1 Samuel 15:1-3) is a question that would arise from anyone reading the passage even if people don’t ask it.   There is much we don’t know about the situation and we assume that God would have had His reasons.  The person of  Amelek was a grandson of Esau (Gen 36:12).  It may have been that the tribe that formed from him was particularly wicked.   In Exodus 17, they attacked Israel unprovoked after their exit from the Red Sea.  In His promise to Abram (Genesis 15:13-16), God tells him of the return of his descendants from Egypt when the iniquity of the Amorite is complete.   There were various warnings about Canaanite practices such as child sacrifice (Lev 18:21).  In Abram’s time, God also directly judged and totally destroyed Sodom & Gomorrah because of their sinful practices.   It is certainly true that throughout history whole communities have suffered as a consequence of the action of their more adult members.

Week 8  
Q10.	God’s chosen is the one deemed by others to be only worthy of shepherding the sheep.


Week 9 
Q3.	The main idea would have been to demoralize the opposing army 

Q9.	The battle against Alamek (Exodus 17:8-13).   The battle at Jericho where trumpets win the day (Joshua 6),  Gideon vs the Midianites (Judges 7)
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