                        1.  OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN
   Matthew 6:9

Thinking Question
What thoughts and feelings come to you when you think of the word father?






1.	Most people in Australia and the world would believe in the existence of a God.   The key question is “What is God like?”    
Read:  Psalm 103:8-13.   List the attributes of God’s nature.










2.	Read Matthew 7:7-11.   What comparison is made between our earthly father and our heavenly Father?










3.	Read John 1:12-13.   What right is given to those who receive Jesus?







4.	Thinking of God as a father may be a benefit or a hindrance to some depending on what their own earthly father was like.
a)	What attributes of your earthly father were of benefit to you in relating to God as your heavenly Father?





b)	What attributes of your earthly father hindered you in relating to God as your heavenly Father?






5.	Has it been helpful for you to look at other fathers or men of God as an example of the nature of God?








6.	For parents in the group, would you see yourself as a good “model” of God’s character to your children and maybe others?
If not, what could be improved?








7.	Read Galatians 4:4-7.   “Abba” is Aramaic for “daddy”.   Do you feel that you truly belong to God as His precious child?






8.	Jesus never uses the singular pronoun in the Lord’s Prayer.   So the address to God is “Our Father” as opposed to say “My Father”.   What is the importance of understanding that God is also the father of others?

How does this make a difference in prayer?






2.  HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME 
   Matthew 6:9

Thinking Question
What do you think “Hallowed” means?







1.	The term hallowed comes from a Greek verb that connected to the idea of being holy by being separate or different.
In the bible, when the phrase “the name” is used it doesn’t just mean a person’s actual name (e.g. John), but their nature or character.
Putting these two concepts together, what do you think “Hallowed be your name” means?


	







2.	Read Revelation 4.   The one on the throne is not identified by name.
Using the following verses, List the ways He is hallowed.

a)	vs 2



b) 	vs 3



c)	vs 4	


d)	vs 5



e)	vs 6-8



f)	vs 9-10



g)	vs 11    (Note: this is a good verse to memorize)





3.	What is the overall impression?








4.	For further study read; Psalm 8, Psalm 98, Isaiah 40:18-26.
Are there other passages of scripture that for you personally hallow the name of God?






3.  YOUR KINGDOM COME YOUR WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN   - Matthew 6:10

Thinking Question
What do you think the term “Kingdom of Heaven” (used in Matthew’s gospel) or “Kingdom of God” (used in other gospels) means?






1.	The word “kingdom” comes from an old English word that signifies a king’s domain. But, is a king’s domain a territory/country, or is it people?












2.	People were familiar with the prophecies from the Old Testament.   At that time there was a lot of speculation about those contained in the book of Daniel.    
Read Daniel 2:31-45
The gold kingdom of Babylon had come and gone, The silver kingdom of Persia had come and gone, The bronze kingdom of Greece had come and gone, They were now in the days of the iron kingdom of Rome.   What were people expecting to happen next? (v44)
(see also Daniel 7:13-14)







3.	What do the following passages teach about the “kingdom”

a)	Matt 3:2



b)	Matt 4:17



c)	Matt 4:23



d)	Matt 5:3



e)	Matt 5:10




f)	Matt 6:33




4.	Jesus instructs prayer for “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”
How may this look in a practical way in;

Your family life?



You in your workplace?



In your community?




Your nation?




The world & Missions?


4.  GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD 
 Matthew 6:11

1.	This part of the prayer would have reminded people of the story of God’s provision of manna in the wilderness.    Read Exodus 16: 3-5, 13-21.
The manna only ever lasted one day and would spoil overnight, (except for the Sabbath)
Why do you think God organized it like this?








2.	No matter how much or little they gathered, everyone had enough (v16-18).  What was God’s purpose in this?








3.	There are no personal pronouns in the Lord’s prayer.   “Give us our daily bread”
What is the implication of this?










4.	Read Matthew 6:19-34.   What are 7 reasons Jesus tells us not to be anxious?

a)	v24-25



b)	v26



c)	v27



d)	v28-30



e)	v31-32



f)	v33



g)	v34




5.	For you, what are the “tomorrow” things that can cause you to be anxious?






5.   FORGIVE US OUR SINS, AS WE FORGIVE OTHERS 
 Matthew 6:12

Thinking Question
Why do you think it is so important to forgive others?






Read Matthew 18:21-35.    A kingdom of heaven parable.

1.	Do the maths.  The slave brought before the king owed 10,000 talents (v24).   A talent was worth 6000 denarii.  A denarii (denarius) was a day’s wage. 
Approximately how much would that be worth?







2.	In using such a large sum in his parable, what is Jesus saying about our debt of sin to God and our forgiveness?









3. 	If you had been the slave forgiven so much, what should have been your reaction and subsequent actions?






4.	What did the slave do instead?  (v28-30)









5.	What did the king do when he found out about the slave’s un-forgiveness?









6.	It is important here to note, that in any transaction, there is the offer and the acceptance of the offer.   Sometimes an offer is made but it is not accepted even if it is a gift.   
a) 	Have you ever tried to give someone a gift, but they would not accept it as a gift, or try to pay for it?  



The forgiveness was offered by the king, but it was not accepted as forgiveness by the slave (he probably thought he got lucky or fooled the king by his words)   
The acceptance of grace is life changing and is evidenced by new attitudes.
b)	What new attitudes would you expect a person to have?







7.	What grace changes have happened in your life since you accepted God’s forgiveness?







8.	Is this a once only occurrence?



6.  LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL    Matthew 6:13

Read  1 Corinthians 10:1-13.	 Paul warns about temptation by pointing to the example of the people of Israel in the wilderness.




1.	Reading verses 1-4, what indicated that the fathers were part of God’s people?









2.	Yet many of them succumbed to temptation and fell.  From the following verses, list the examples Paul points to.

a) v6



b) v7



c) v8



d) v9



e) v10


3.	This happened as an example for our instruction (v11).  What warning does Paul give to us in verse 12?







4.	What assurance/promise does Paul give to us in verse 13.   Write this out in your own words.    (Note: This is a good verse to memorize.)







5.  	What things do you think God may do to help you during times of temptation?






6.	As in other parts of the Lord’s prayer the pronouns are plural, not singular.  That is, “Lead us not into temptation, Deliver us from evil”.  Read Galatians 6:1-2.  
How can we be proactive in praying for and supporting one another?






6.	If time permits, read James 1:2-15, Ephesians 6:10-20

7.   YOURS IS THE KINGDOM, THE POWER, AND THE GLORY Matthew 6:13

This part of the Lord’s Prayer is not present in the earliest ancient copies of the book of Matthew but is in later copies.   The Lord’s Prayer would have been used extensively in early church worship.   These words were probably added as a doxology, being an appropriate way to finish the Prayer.   The words may have been taken from King David’s prayer at the dedication of the future temple in 1 Chronicles 29:11.

Yours is the Kingdom
1.	In your own time read Daniel 4.  For the bible study read Daniel 4:27-37. 
What was the cause of Nebuchadnezzar’s downfall?





2.	How was he restored?






3.	Sometimes in God’s work, people seem to be building their own kingdom rather than God’s kingdom.  How can we ensure “Yours is the kingdom” in our lives?







4.	How can we ensure the church we are part of is God’s church, not the church of a select group of people or even “our” church.

Yours is the Power
5.	Sometimes we think having it all together and exercising power is the way to go.
What does Paul teach us in  2 Corinthians 4:7?







6.	Paul found his prayer for restoration from his weakness unanswered.
  2 Corinthians 12:7-10.     What reason was he given?






7.	In the things we do, what practical ways can we ensure people see the power is from God?






Yours is the Glory 
8.	When people praise you, there is danger.   What mistake did King Herod make in Acts 12:20-23?






9.	In founding the church in Thessalonica ( 1 Thess 2:6) , Paul was careful to not do what?
